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BULGARIAN
POLITICAL SITUATION, JULY, AUGUST 1952

50X1-HUM

Vulko Chervenkov, the President of the Ccuncil of Ministers, made ar im-
portant speech to the Communiet Party Central Committes of the Bulgarisn Com.-
munisgt Party in 5ualin \Varna) on 23 June 1952,

The folloving is an analytical resune of this speech, ‘

While implicitly
announcing a purge in the lcwer echelons of the party, the speech left doudbt ae
to what meagures would be taken against the responsible leaders. It vas deacided
to maintain silence until Moscow reached a decision.

The publication of *he speech of 23 June 1952 [Sn 10 August 1952 in
Rabotnichesko Delo/and the officiel snnouncement of Chervenkav'n return new? proves
that the Kremlin has, for the present, given up the idea of .. mrges purge, which
wonld concern the top pecple in the regime. The repson now appexrs simple: +the
state of disorganization of the party, principaliy on the leval of local districts
and comnittess is such that it would be dangarous t¢ throw tha blame on bigher
officials. The present Gisorder wculd have threatened to become anarchy in this
cige 3ince the Marxist-Stalinist reorisatation has not yet been sashieved ir Runmania,

Chervenkov'es speech of 23 June 1952 is & severe gelf-criticism and an &u-
thentic condemnation of his own activities.
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The President of the Council of Ministers said in the first place that his
imstructions, thoss of the Politbure, of the Central Commitiee, and of the Council
of Ministers, bave not besn followed by the yrovimcisl orgsas of the state. To
remedy this deficiency of latting things go their way, Chervenkov recomeends that

- the “Bolshevik style of labor™ be adopted xt all lsvels.

i This "Balshevik style of lsbor,* if one wishez to borrow tres Marxist doctrine, °
hey @ precise meaning., It iz Titting to put an end to patronege, to the “untouche-

. “shle® character of men in authority, however high their rank may be, Present mrifmv g
-surpazs past achievements. There ms¢ be a place for the young people. The old guard .7
" of the Politburc must prove itself worthy in order to majintsin 1taalx’ 'I'ba regm

L _is not rigid nor m:at its people hold nppointmnts ror iife. . R

S Theee ‘words comstitute & solemn warning for Chervenkov, wbo 15 of tne old "
.g\.\m‘d, and for his compenjons vho have been struggling since 191535 AR

EEE DI But the public confession of Chervenkov doee not stop theérs, ;t r:ontinuan
s P 0 throughout the opeech.  To .struggle against the tendency of reciprocally par- io-w
R . ~doning of faults and to elimimale the abdemce of conirel im exscuting assigned. .
tazks, it is fitting to fntroduce into the wheels of government the "Bolshawih .
f AN e gyyle, " that is, personal responsibility, criticism, and self-criticiem for the -
E o +n .. ‘benefit of future gemerations., This cew impetus will permit the parsy to h&ndle
: better the organization of the masses which constitute the Fatherland Front,
[Otechestven Front/ and to recruit nev, fervent workers, and even to win to the
cause those without a party.

Thus the speech of 23 June 1952 throws & new light on the difficuities which
now confrent the Communist Party and its leaders. One can guess the diacontent-
ment of the Kremlin as it faces a serious econcmic and political situation in a

sat2llite State vhich is the prime terget of the USSR in Furope and which is on
the shores of the Mediterranean 50X1-HUM

Docs the ucderation which Moscow has siiown tu this Bulgarian weeknzsz JC-
T dicate weakness on the pert of the USSR? To say this would. without doubt, be
~; going too tar. It is certain, however, that the iptroduction of the "Bolshevik
style" into Bulgaris will no% go without & tightening of Soviet control and that
the personal authority cf Chervenkov will diminish.

50X1-HUM

Since the Spring of 1952, the Bulgarian government has been insecure. The
financial situation, which bsd been very sarious up to the time of the wmonetary
seform of 12 May 1352, has only temporarily isproved. To be sure, this manip-
ulation permitted the govermeent {o put &n end provisiomally to the inflationm,
te render ths tressury somevhat more elastic, aad to reduce the level of salaries,
Howsver, the operation, vhile &n excellent short-term measure, has turned out vo
be catastrophic as a continuing policy. The purchasing power of the masses hes
#0 Awindled that heavy industry no longer finds an outlet in the country and the
treasury muat fipnancs stocks of goods vhich &icumulate. In shor%, om 1& Ray 1952
. the Bulgarian government killed the hen that laid the golden eggs and no longer
> hes any reserves. Up %o the present, the various ministers have used vp all the
i funds that were at their disposal for this yesr.

The financial failure received a bad repor:t in itze press. 1t mede the M-
gime unpopular with the messes; it lemorsiized lesser figures in the party; amd
it permitted corruption amd meglact to flourich Again in ull state enterprises.

] 50X1-HUM
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To correct this situation, the Bulgarian goveroment (more exectly, the Kremlin)
considered two r»emedies: a lull and a purge. .

The policy of the lull is not new. It goes back to the begiaring of the
summer of 1951 after the peasant revolts at the beginning of 1951. It was not
sanctioned officially until Mey 1952 duripg the Third Congress. of the Father- ..
lend Front., After seversl weeks, it began to be a fact.

The lull was marked, in the secret imternal policy of the Cexiral Committes,
by more or less sincere bergsinings with certsin members of former goverument SPE
parties of the first cabinets of the Peanls's Reowblic of Bulgsris. These Balksn @
bargainings are accompanied by tivaws, by wwLUenuLOus TUROTS, and by investige-
"tioms entrusted to the militie to spread the ldea that the Bulgerin goverment o - }
was about to recpen old dossiers and initiate mew trials against olé-guard &g~ o0
rarians, strict socialists, and the Zveno Party. However, nothing leaks out sbout: '
" this whole production which still deceives the good people, It would not seewm P
8 Sihol0 right for tbhe "pure” people who have survived successive purges to take their places .
4 . beside repemtent bourgecis and "poorly converted” pecple. To & certain axtent, the ol
: : aim of the govermseni has been anhieved. An atmosphere of relexation has thus beenp,  ollwd
" ereated whyh opens the wey to & policy (this time more gipncere) of national re~. . ‘i
| - organization which will be animated by the Fstlerland Front. . -

Vulko Cbervenkov's report at the Third Congrese of the Fatherland Pront at
the end of May 1952 impressed all its readers with its vagueness. The press of
recent weeks and the Natiopal Council of the Fatherland Front have Just Jointly

L. established the meaning apd scope of it. It is & question of nothing lees than
R putting the policy of the lull into operation.

The prese reveals that kulaks ere no longer the enemjies of the people and
vrites: “Cooperative peassnte and free peasants must maintain friesdly relations;
party organizations must wock along this lipe.”

T The higheet party authorities are uow interpreving Chereenkovte daclarationg

of lay 1952 as follows;

The Fetherland Front, which bas only & smell pumber of Compunist Party
caxd holders, must become a mass organization desigued to ineclude thke whole cof
the Bulgarian people in order to constitute a patriotic front, a bulwark of pop-

ular power, and the grimary associate of the peopla's soviets of workers' dep-
R uties in all echelons. To achieve this end, primary organizations must intensify
their politicsl activity ana education of the pecple.

These declarations, whish show the discreet "setting up of cells” (noyautage)
by tha party vere immediately followed by results.

i According to a decision by its National Council, the Fatberland Fropt will or-
{ ganize dwing the 1952-53 echool year auxilisry coursés in vhich #ll rural and urban
population will be invited to participate {in ikhe Coumunist sense of the word).
These courses will start in the towns and cities 1. October 1952 and vill end 30 Ap-
A ril 1953. In the wvillages, they will bagic 1 November 1052 snd will end 31 March

1953..,

Iostruction will be given simultaneoualy to reading groups ard instruction
groups,

. Two categories of reading groupe vhich especially interest tha villagers
heve been crested. The first reading grwup, & permavent group of students, wiil
| study Bulgarian and Soviet litsraturw. The works will show tke past of the Bul-
LY gurisa pecple, the battle agaicat fascisx snd imperialist tondage, the natiopal
! vare, the progress in building socialism in Bulgaris and the USSR, the struggle
of the workert for liverty in capitaiist counivies, sl the strugsls fo5 & lsstiszg
T peace and for JemWOCTECY.
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The second category of reading group, is a less permanenh ome and listeuers
vill limit their program to & study of works which show the success of building
socialism, especially of cooperative farms, :

In the areas dbordering Yugoslavia, Turkey, and Greece, the groups of both ™
categories will emphasize in their studies the life of Bulgarian and Soviet R
frontier guards, a8 well as the "miserable” situation of workers iu these neighe '/ 7
boring countries, R ey DT R OV

In the aress where there is a Turkish minority, groups will work on the study
“of the Bulgarian constitution, building socialism in Bulgaria and the ‘USSR, the’

struggle for peace, and the "misery" of workers in Turkey. K

Instruction groups are designed for persons who have & certaln general ed- -
“ucation apd for persons directing the work or reading groups. Their instruction.:’
1z specfhlized. There are instruction groups for studying the administrative- l.';
and political orgen’zation of Bulgeria; gioups for studying the organization of :l:n.
Bulgarian agriculture {in the villages); groups for studying the USSR and Come . .-
minisz; groups for studying the blagraphy of Stalin (in the cities and towns); - B
and groups for studying the biogrsphy of Georgi Timi%irov (in the cities and towns )Ll

. Propagapdists cf the Ceatral Committee of the Bulgerian Communist Party will
participate with people's soviets in crganizing reading and imstruction
groupg. These courses will be Leld every day or every other day. Printed pro-
grams of the covrees will be delivered at the proper time to the propagandists.

To accomplish a political action of such magnitude (in 1651 - 1952, Father-.
land Front courses were attended By 450,000 students; for the 1952-53 sasnool year
the party hopes to go beyond l,SOd,OOO), the party must have more than 50,000
faithful adherents to occupy all t'hc 12ading positions in the Fatherland Front
organization, tre Univerrity, acd in the Dimitrov Union of People's Youth. This
it not the case.

The financial measure of 12 May 1952 hae burt a1l vocations and the threat
of a purge; which would be necessary if order were to be returned to the organ-
izavions of the state, caused those who still ave full-fledged Communists to re~
treat., The posts which the party occupies in the mass organizations are 2mong
the most dangerocus and the least rewarding. The only penple who occupy such po~
sitions are young people ir search of employment snd opportunists without convic-
tiom,

This situation, which is well known to the Kremlin and the Pulgarian govern-
ment, a3 vkl as to the gerneral public, has given rise to the opinion that a mess

In fact, the teaching profession, the army, some people's soviets, and. lower-
echelon people from the Fatherland Front, vere purged during recent weeks.

However, the affair stopped there. The President of the Council of Miunisters
vas reprimanded by the Scviet Politburo and had %o give un sxplanation tc the judges
of the Krewlin, After the investigation, they thought thet without doubt it was
inopportune tr create a crisis publicly and immediately at & ¢ime when the Rumanian
affair was still not settled. The Bulgariar purge, if it included the highest
people, would succeed in terrorizing tlhc recaining Communiszts, raise again the
question of replacing Chervankov, and check the policy of a lull that Moscow was
trying to prcmote fo- the sake of recent events onm ti: Greek-3ulgarian frontier.

The Greek action against the Island of Gasme is explained u‘(o].).avs in“%be

best Communist circles here: " The atiack by Athens has ahown that ‘Bulgarian public
opinion, very unfavorably disps-ed & priori to its government's attitude toward

-b -

S~E=C-R-E-T

X K ki R

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/30 -

s o T o i Nt




Declassifie

roT— " g - 0 T — N .
I3 1o,

din Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/30 - CI-DP80—0009A000600150I1 06-7

g E

cressing coutrol from Moscov,

everything concerning Yugoslavis and Turkey, was much more disposed to agrea with
it as regards (reece, The Chervenkov cubinet was thus able to see that Bulgarian
oublic opinion conld still operate to its advantage in the preserce of the Greek
"hereditary euemy." The Kremlin saw In this a conforting element, which will,
without doudbt, cause it to maintain its policy of & lull, at a moment vhen fureign
events serve its desigus so well., It will introduce a mass purge later which will
trangcend its general policy. : L

Served by events and personal prestige, howvever weak 1t nay be, Chervenkov PRI
seems to bave wom & difficult battle for the second time in 2 years. Eowerer, B
he will continue to live from day to day, like the couutry he rules, under in- R

“Ior some time it has been possible to cbeerve in

Bulgaris & perceptible softening of Cowsunist methods of oppression. It 1s not

tha the pecpls have been emancipeted cr that the regime has conceded to them -

: certain fundamentel civie rights, for ii is certzinly far from the ides of these .o 1 il
rulers to introduce dsmocretic principles into Bulgaris. Ly e gt e

There are no loager the mass deportations of 2 years agoe, The last indica~-
tion of suck deportation was in November 1550 when thousanas of families im Sofia
and other principal cities ware ordered to leave their hames and settle in some
small locality in the provinces. The order wes rescinded at the last ninute.

Up to the present, there seems to ve no explanatioun for this change of orders.
Thege faxilies are still ocrupying their houses and the order for their expulsion
has not been reneved, as was expected.

If there arc 3iill deportations going on, they are isclated cases.

Since the arrests throughout Bulgsria in April 1951, when thousands of pecple
were arrested (some were tried in court snd tle others wers gent to concentration
camps), there have been no mass intermments in prisons or in forced labor cemps.
The number of persons interned at the Beleme concentration camp has diminished.

This atate of affairs has calmed the spiritg of the people, who formerly
vaited to leave tlicir houses at & moment's notigce to he sent to a copcentration

CAMp. )

Hovever, a certain amount of unrest is tormenting ths people ; because of the
decree on personal passports of 1 April 1952, The rasasports have not been intro-
duced up to this date, but it is thought that once they are introduced, newv intern-
mente would ensue.

There is a softening of measures against tie peasants, They are no longer
subject to arbitrary acts as flagrantly as in the pest. The violeut attacks
against the kulaks have diminished, if not disappeared from the coluzms of the
nevspapers.,

A sinilar change has occurred regarding the Fatherlaus Front orgsnisation
and its thousan?s of subdivisions throughout the country, which organixed obli-
gatory pclitical mretings several times a week, in which all the inhabitants of
the country had to participats under penilty of reprisals. Today these meetings
fie ot & monthly bagis and are of relatlvely short durstiom. This constitutes
& conside~svle sofvening, whica cen only te appreciated vy those who previcusly
d41d not have & single fiee minute wnd vhe cen now dispose of their own time after
WOrk,
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Thie helt caonot be attributed to & desiie on the part of the lesders to
comfort an oppressed psople or te introduce a partial democratization of the re-
glme, for the Communists certainly do not think that they have won over tbe ma~
dority of Bulgarians tc their cause and therefore need wmo longer employ terrer
as an inetrument of *hweir dictatorship.

It cannot be sald that the depor<stions and intermments ceased becauge ele-
ments considered dangerous by the regime have been wiped out, for the thousands
of femilier to be expelled in 1950 are certainly fay from being converted to Com- .. /il

Othere atiribute the softening to Vulko Cherwvepkov, Presidsnt ¢f the Couneil
3 of Ministers, vho they imsgine as gemerous and chariteble, This is very unlikely, e
4 S0 because Chervenkov is not goveraing the coumfry and hence cannct imtroduce peracmal ERANY
U : vlements into the administration of Bulgaris, which has become a Soviet provimce,.

Perhaps 1t ig & question of taking two etepz Torward and onme step barkward | - e
to glve the pecple A moment®s rest ag well gz 3 false impresaiocn about Comeunist R
“actics. In this case, the "ona step backvard” has already lasted & long time :
snd the "two steps forverd" will not be lomg in coming to crush enew this unfop~- .
tunate people, . ) T e

. .The present halt is only &n srbitrary action by the admirvistration, &z ‘the
people do not forget the other severe measures inflicted upon them, lik= the mone~
tary reform cf 10 May 1952, wbich deprived the people of their small savings and
vhich, by the rise in prices which acccmpanied it, lowered their stardard of living
8t1il further.

However difficult the monetary measures may be, they are iess painful than
arres<s or internments.

It is possible that the Communists are experimenting with a newv system of

¢ lessening the politit¢al terror in order to ex<rt more pregsure on the economy
TN with the intention of achieving totel suomission by reducing the people to misery
and by readering them completely dependent on vheir saisries. In this sense the
WO Communists have succeeded, for today each person is concerned for his job Ptecause

it is his only gusrantiee of dread to feed his family.

.. Perhsps the day is not far off when this passive state will disappear as
. quickly as it came without anyone knowing how or way.

50X1-HUMBS

the
. GEen. CatECiic Church in Bulgariz had V2en made the subject of rpew persecuticus
" and that a mmber of priests bad been arrested.

The search which took place 7 July 1952 at the Cathclic church in Sofia wvas
. follewed by » second and even more thorough search on the morning of 8 July 1952,
- vhen the agants worked throughout the day there,

. In Plovdiv, the number of priests arrested rose to sever and in Kuse to two,
~ 1 including the secretary of the Bishop of Nikopoiis [ﬁlkopolzf, Monsignor Bositkov.
‘ the authorities wanted b 50X1 'HM

at all coste to find ties between Catholic prieste in Bulgaria and the Vatican,
a8 the priests had been ordered to break off all relations witin Rowme,
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Local #uthorities were persusded thet these roistions contigued despite the

order apd that the Vatican would mesage through soms diplomatic channels to send N “

funds for the support of the Roman Cstholic Church in Bulgeria, This is gquite

probeble becaase the Bulgarian Catholic Church hes no other source of income and . k.

no longer receives subaidies from the Bulgarisn governmesnt. . :
v 50X1-HUM

; a lerge pusber of Qresk :
aaliies are said ic have been seitled by the local suthorities in the village i
3 of Puvel Bamin, /hear] o steam heat and power station situated on the morthern « =

siope of Sredne sbout %0 kilomaters east of Kazanluk, o -

Although they tad baen well trested by the Pulgarisens 5 these Greek families 3

are sald to havs protested beceuse they were being kept in Bulgeria, snd ic have -

demanded their repatziaticy, This request was refused snd 1sd to their transfar &
3 ~ to & locelity far from Sofia. _ :

People of & certain age wers brought into Bulgeris by the Comsunists whexn
they retrested from Greece and are now loceted at Bavkya, & resort piar Sofle.

-END -
2 o
- )
.. -]
- . -8
&
£
-Te
SBC-R-Tr

L P o i) ° e
R i L e it -

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/30 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600150106-7




